Science Department
Methacton School District

Laboratory Safety Policy
Please read all of the following safety guidelines and review with your parents. Parent and Student Signatures are required on the last page. This signature page will be kept on file in the administrative offices while you are a student at Methacton. The policy can be accessed through the Methacton web page. Each new school year your science teacher will review the guidelines with you. 

Purpose: The purpose of this policy is to outline general safety procedures for science classes. 
Every instructor should:

A. Set a good example by observing all rules and wearing protective equipment.

B. Inspect the lab often and be alert for unsafe conditions at all times.

C. Report unsafe conditions to the proper authority or take effective corrective action promptly.

D. Carefully review all laboratory experiments for possible health, safety and environmental problems before the experiments are assigned to students.

Dress Code:

A. Wear safety glasses whenever you are working with chemicals, the Bunsen burner, or any substance that might get into your eyes. Avoid wearing contact lenses in the laboratory. There are some experiments that could result in contact/eye irritations. 

B. Wear a laboratory apron or coat whenever you are working with chemicals or heated substances.

C. Tie back long hair to keep it away from chemicals, the Bunsen burner, candles or other equipment.

D. Roll up sleeves or tie back any jewelry that can hang down and touch chemicals and flames.   

General Safety Rules and First Aid

A. Read all directions for an experiment several times. Follow the directions and procedures exactly as they are written. If you are in doubt about any part of the experiment, ask your teacher for assistance. 

B. Never perform investigations your teacher has not authorized. Never handle equipment or chemicals unless you have specific permission. 

C. Never eat, drink or bring food into the laboratory.

D. Immediately report all accidents, spills, or injuries, no matter how minor, to your teacher.

E. Horseplay, pranks, or other acts of mischief are especially dangerous and are prohibited. 

F. Never leave your lab station or equipment unattended. You should not be visiting other stations.

G. Always wash your hands with soap and water at the conclusion of the lab.

H. No chemicals, equipment, or specimens are to be removed from the laboratory. They should be returned to their proper place. 

I. Be aware of what other students around you are doing in the laboratory. 

J. All talking should be done at a level below the normal conversational level. 

K. Know the location and use of:

1. The fire blanket

2. The eyewash

3. The shower

4. The fire exits and the procedure for leaving the room immediately.

Specific Safety Rules for Heat, Chemicals, Glassware, and Sharp Instruments

A. Maintain a clean work area and keep open flames away from flammable chemicals. 

B. Never reach across a flame.

C. When heating a test tube or bottle, point the opening away from yourself and others.

D. Never heat a closed container. 

E. Never pick up a container that has been heated without first holding the palm of your hand near it. If you can feel the heat on your hand, the container is too hot to handle. Use a clamp or tongs. 

F. Never mix unknown chemicals.

G. Never touch, taste, or smell a chemical. 

H. Keep all container lids closed when not being used. 

I. Never return chemicals to their original containers.

J. When diluting an acid, pour the acid into water, never pour water into the acid.

K. If acids or bases get on your skin, rinse them with water immediately and get your teacher. 
L. When disposing of chemicals, follow the instructor’s directions. 

M. Never use broken or chipped glassware. If glassware breaks, notify your teacher. 
N. Handle scalpels or razor blades with extreme care. Never cut material toward you, cut away from you. 
Please sign below to verify that you the student and you the parent have read all of the following safety guidelines. Parent and Student Signatures are required. This signature page will be kept on file in the administrative offices while you are a student at Methacton. The safety policy can be accessed through the Methacton web page at any time. Each new school year your science teacher will review the guidelines with you. 

I have read and understand the safety policy for Methacton School District.

Student Name __________________________
Student Signature _______________________________

Parent Name ___________________________
Parent Signature ________________________________
Date __________________
